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I would like to acknowledge the Attawandaron people on whose 
traditional territory the University of Guelph resides, and offer respect to 
our Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and Metis neighbours as we 
strengthen our relationships with them. 
 
We celebrate this day as a diverse community, representing many faiths 
as well as many who are not religious. Can this day be significant, both 
academically and spiritually, for all of us? I believe it can.  
 
For those who are parents or friends of one of these graduands, you 
know today is significant. Some of you may be so surprised and even 
shocked that your son, daughter, or friend made it to this day that you 
now believe in miracles, if not God! You are proud of what they have 
achieved. As they face the challenge of finding the right context to apply 
their education, may you continue your support, always mindful that to 
be loving, caring, and encouraging is at the heart of providing the 
spiritual support we all need in life. 
 
To the students before me who are graduating today, may you be 
thankful, determined, and good. Thankful for your parents, your profs, 
and the life-force that brought you into existence. Determined to make 
this world a better place. And good, both in your field and in your 
character. 
 
If spirituality is about values more than beliefs, you have been 
encouraged at the University of Guelph to embrace life-enhancing 
values like caring and compassion along with academic achievement. 
Whether you believe in a higher Being, an impersonal life-force, or 
simply in life, love and goodness in our universe, may this be one of the 
most significant days of your life as you become more equipped than 
ever, in whatever field you go into, to really improve life. 
 
Amen, which means, “so be it.” 
 


